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Walnut Board to review wind turbine ordinance

Village Attorney Rob
LeSage was in attendance at

the August 15 meeting of the
- Walnut Village Board to re-.
view the proposedwmdfarm ;
- -process. And that a.condi--
tional ‘use ‘must meet the

,ordmance

LeSage began by explam—
ing the general framework of
“the ordinance designed to
focus on regulation commer-

‘ »c:al wind ttl;nbmes_mthm 1.5

: No turbmes would be: al-
-lowed within the village lim-
its. Within ‘the ‘1.5 mile
‘border; = there

obtamed for these areas. -

~Under ‘present law, f
“yillage has
:fuia’te 3 3

_vélopers would have to apply .
for a conditional use. At that.

point the plannmg comiInis-

-sion would review the plan,

. imcludmg ‘a decommission-

~ing plan, and a performance' ‘

bond:

Followmg the plannmg
commission: study and hear-
ings, the commission wotld
then presenta recommenda-
tion to the village board. The

‘presently
- would be two designated
--areas where the ‘turbines
‘could be permitted. A condi-..
“tional use would need to bej

board could then' accept or

reject the commission'’s rec- - :
" dinance that the board

ommendation. -
‘LeSage stressed that the
process is an open meeting

guidelines:of the ordinance;

including -consideration - of
-health.and safety; must not
- deminish - other: residents"
-property use or value; must
‘not_ -affect drainage; and
-entry to residents’ property, -
among otheritems. =

“Throughout the process,

‘LeSage stressed that the or-
dinance is a vehicle to regu-

late, not prohibit turbines.
‘LeSage suggested that the

board recall the ordinance.
: »presenﬂy before. the ‘plan
‘commission; which would in

effect cancel the September

s -17 meetingof that.group. -

_In addition the attomey
suggested that the full board

-schedule one or possibly two
- meetings with the attorney to
review the ordinance "and
“then send a clear ordinance
‘to the commission. He ex-
plained that the full village
~board needs to go through

the ‘ordinance, paragraph—

,by-paragraph ‘
When the ordmance is.

e s m . ue e Al

. forwarded to the p]an com-

mission, it needs to be an or-

believes in, and is in accor-
dance with existing laws.
President : Brasen re-

~minded the board that Wal-
nut Ridge has signed an

agreement not act on their

-permits within the 15 xmle

radious of Walnut. -

Trustee Lee Sarver agreed -
:that he thinks the ordinance -

needs to be reviewed by the

‘entire board, and entered a-

motionto rescmd the present

~ordinance in front . ofthe plan
“commission. Trustee Debbie
- Quinn seconded the mohon :
and all trustees present ap-
‘proved the motion. Trustee

Glaudelwasabsent.
President . Brasen and

"I}'ustee Quini volunteered
.~ toattend the Bureau County
Board of Appeals meetmg on.

August 18, ~
- Theboard will send aﬁfth

request to'the county board:

to honor the 1.5 mile setback
1ssue.

meetings to begin the ordi-
nancereview.
Sarver commented. that

‘he is'not for-or against the

Mondéy, ‘August 29th was
vsetastheﬁrstoftwopossible :

trubmes, but sald, “Our Job' :

as a board it to protect the =~
townﬁ'ombemgboxedmby'v v
- wind turbines. :

. Police Clnef?tasmkpre— o
,sentedtheJulypolwereporL :
The board discussed an

~.ongoing  problem at the -
trailer park. Although the

manager thought the prob- -
lem had been ‘solved, neigh-

‘bors are conlmumg to have

the problem. . o
Plastic bags filled w1th
‘dog feces are being thrown

" over the fence into the adja-

cent yard. The board dis-
-cussed possible remedies;

including : fining violafors,

and also the possibilityofan . =
ordinance that would make

the trailer. park owner re--
sponsible for tennants that

complaint about unnecessary
burning.

President Brasen re-
ported that a certified letter

has been sent to Tom Black

setting September 6th at 7
‘p-m. for Black to report the
-plan for restoration of his .
buildings; and a date of No-
vember 3oth for completlon
of the project.
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