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N atlonal Wmd Watch calls for mlnrmnm l-mlle setbacks

——

| from people who live near new projects.

thumping as the giant blades pass their supporting tower is particularly infrusive. Testimony from hun-

|, wwwwind- watchorg/news and wwwwmd-watch org/docnments o

:. "to it. The dlsmphon of sleep alone  presents: serious health and human nghts issues.

published in the November 2004 Journal of Sound and Vibration, he found that at night, because the

-or 1.2 miles) away.expressed strong. annoyance with noise from the facility.

1 ommendatron of a l-mrle setback,

| the night when trafic and household sounds are diminished."

development regions, to hionor their right to healthy lives and peaceful enjoyment of their homes by
adoptmg mwnmgful setbacks -measured mmrles, ot in feet. i

Nahonal Wmd Watch mformatlon and contacts are avarlable at wwwwmd wateh org.

From The Informed

; 'N olse Complamts On Rlse wrth New Indusmal Wind Power Pro]ects :

‘While the wind 1tse1fmay mask some of the noise under some atmnsphenc condttmns the deep nnnatmal /:

| dreds of turbine neighbors confirms this, most recently from Maine, Massachusetts, New York, Penn-
| sylvania, Tllinois, Wisconsin, Texas, Canada, the UX., and New Zealand Reports ‘can be found atf

| The noise is ecpecrally intrusive because wind energy facilities are often bmlt in rural areas where the —
- ambient sound level may be quite low, especially at night. On the logarithmic decibel (dB) scale, an in-
crease of 10.dB is. ‘perceived as a doubling of the noise level. An increase of 6 dB is considered tobea |
serious community issue. Since a quiet night in the country is typically around 25 dB, the common claim
1 by wind developers of 45 dB at the nearest home would be perceived as a noise: four times louder than
| normal. And because it is intermittent and directional, those affected assert that one can never get used

| surface air is often more still than the air at the height of the blades, the noise from the turbines is {5 to {
| 18 dB higher than-during the day and carries farther. He noted that residents 1.9 kllometers (6,200 feet 1

| mtheu, S., the National Wind Coordmatmg Commlttee could not avotd the conclusron that "those af- 1
fected by noise generated by wind turbines live within a few miles of a large wind power plant or within | -
| several thousand feet of a small plant or individual turbine, Although the noise at these distances isnot |
| great, it nevertheless is sufficient to be heard indoors and may be especlally drsturbmg n the nnddle of |

National Wind Watch calls on the commercial wind mdusu'y to respect the people who resrde in targeted "

Rowe Mass Apnl 2, 2007 Norse created by commerclal-scale wind turbrnes has become 2 major |
concern around the world as wind power development continues to proliferate. Although the industry
- claims that modern turbines are quieter - even as they grow ever laxger complamts are mcreasmg 1

p——

The problem is worse than. the mdustry admits. Frits van den Berg, a physrcrst at the Umversrty of .
| Groningen'in ‘The Netherlands, studied noise levels around a German facility of 17 turbines. In a paper | -

onal eademy ‘of Medicine has called for a halt of all large-scale wrnd development 1
: in 135 kilométers of any residence, because the sounds emitted by the blades constitute a permanent |
{ risk for people exposed to them. The U K Norse Assocxatton studled the issue and agreed with the rec- |




